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NEWSLETTER 

      www.shepherdsarms.org.nz 

We study hard.  We play hard.  

 
Our Mission  

To provide children who are poor orphaned or neglected with the experience of 
being loved cared for nurtured and brought up with the knowledge of God’s 

promises for them. 

  

RECENT EVENTS  

A visitor from the USA – Mark Lee 

It was so good to have Mark visiting the Children’s 
Home and blessing the children with his time and 
as well with new mattresses, and delicious food. 
We would like to acknowledge those from the USA 
who donated generously and have shared in being 
a part of the children's life.   

Social workers in training 

It is such a privilege to have students from local 
university now coming to the Shepherds Arms for 
their internships.  The students immersed in the 
daily life of the children at the home and develop 
their skills as social workers in a practical way. 
We are grateful to be part of their training. 

We love life.  

Demetrio @ 21 Rogelio @ 10 Jerobe @ 6 Sunshine @ 13 

BIRTHDAYS 

 Your generosity will enable us to continue our work.  Please contact us about how to make donations.  
In Australia: rizsa.albarracin@gmail.com              In New Zealand: martin.shepherdsarms@gmail.com    
                      +61 424 722 449                                             +64 4 293 7929                          
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”I’m deeply grateful that I got the opportunity to be a volunteer at Shepherd’s Arms Children’s home 
during my time at the Philippines.  My weekends at the home with the children have been one of the best 
experiences in my life. Each one of the children has left a wonderful impression on me and I will carry 
every one of them in my heart for the rest of my life. Everything I experienced in the ten days I spent in 
the home was positive. I sincerely hope that I one day will get the chance to come back and spend more 
time at this amazing place. God bless this foundation, the staff, and the children.”   
                                                                                                                   -Josefine Belkov 
 

A letter from our Danish volunteer  
   

Australian team special projects - gardens and more!  

Update on the manager of the Children’s Home 

Gilda went through all the sessions of chemotherapy last 
month.  She is following a strict diet and is doing very well. 
We thank all who contributed towards her treatment.  By 
prayers, finance and just simply by being there for her when 
going through the treatment cycles - God has blessed her 
with such optimism. She expresses her gratitude for all the 
support she received over the last few months.  

Jason and Leanne led a group of volunteers 

(Alexandra, Stephanie, Ian and Marilyn) who 

came with a plan and made it happen. 

Increasing the productivity of the property at 

the Children's Home has been a work in 

progress. On this recent trip, the team 

established more raised garden beds and are 

fully enclosed with shade cloth. Many 

truckloads of soil for the gardens and limestone 

for the paths kept the team fit for some days as 

they prepared what is now a productive 

vegetable garden. In addition, the team  

successfully  repaired   the   kitchen  (destroyed  
by termites) and built book shelves.  They also carried out plumbing repairs, connected the roof 
water to the tank and installed fresh water system to the gardens.  We are extremely grateful for their 
hard work and generosity.  Daghang salamat! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

        

               The new vehicle has arrived! 
A massive thank you to all who contributed towards 
the cost of the new vehicle.  Rizsa and friends had a 
very successful fundraising lunch in Australia recently, 
attended by the Philippine Ambassador to Australia.          
  

Amy recently visited local schools to announce our new 
partnership in our new program, ‘Change a Community’, 
aimed at helping impoverished children back into school. 
Our commitment to assist with bags, school supplies, clothes 
and food will give hope to those marginalised children, 
providing them with opportunity to learn. Education is key in 
breaking the poverty cycle.  We look forward to seeing good 
grades and happy faces. Check out our video here: 
www.shepherdsarms.org.nz/videos 

  

Change a Community Program 

Yes – Christmas is fast approaching and is such a fun time for the kids. 
Preparations are under way making decorations and planning who to invite.  
Each year we take the opportunity to invite relatives of the children and enjoy 
the celebrations of this festive season.  It is our desire to extend our invitation to 
needy families in the community this year. Please consider helping make this 
possible by giving any amount towards what will be a time of joyful memories 
and hope to those who are less fortunate.  It is our desire to give a practical gift 

of food for these families.  The Christmas party will be held on the 22
nd

 of 
December.  In addition to community gift giving, we will be providing free eye 
and dental check-ups.  

Merry Christmas 

The past two months have been an exciting time for the children, having some wonderful visitors 
from America, Australia, Denmark, Japan, New Zealand and from different parts of the Philippines. 
The experiences gained from these visits leave lasting memories that become bed time talk and 
laughter for the children.  Our sincere appreciation goes out to all who came and gave their time and 
help in so many ways.  We trust the memories will be just as valuable to those who came and carry 
back to their own nations and communities a heart for the beautiful children of the Philippines. A 
lasting memory of my own was the wise words of an elderly lady who had suffered from illness for 
many years. Despite her struggles, she said, ‘I remind myself there is always someone worse off than 
myself’.  In a recent visit to Bohol Amy (cofounder) encouraged the children to consider those in our 
community in need and how we collectively could make a difference.  Please check out the new short 
video of what we are doing to help children back into school who cannot attend due to poverty.  
  

Words from Martin 

http://shepherdsarms.org.nz/videos

